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¥ Mr. Bush, who recently resigned as CIA of the cold war ... tramsition to normal,

! chief, said that despite the reports that he has among states ... -

' read of Soviet “eagerness” to get an arms-lim- .

. itation agreement with the U.S., “I am not op-

" timistic. : .
“I am not at all certain that Brezhnev is eager,” he said.
He added it would be good for President Carter to get to-
gether with Brezhnev. “It is good to probe,” he said.
“But,”” he continued: “I would like to see more evidence be-
i forel thought it was their objective — to ease tensions. I never
‘ have seen signs to make me relax.”
Mr. Bush had been much more cautious in his assessment of
( Soviet capabilities and intentions in a TV interview with re-
porters shortly before he left office. These were, in fact, the
most forthcoming public comments he had made on the sub-
ject. - i
Continuing on his thesis that questioned Soviet intent to
make the arms-limitation concessions the U.S. would have to
have before agreeing to a pact, Mr. Bush:said: ’

“There is nothing in this President that would suggest he
would enter into any agreement that wasn’t in the best interest
of our country.” . . :

Here, again, Mr. Bush stressed his lack of optimism about

* the outcome of a Carter-Brezhnev summit.

Of the “worrisome signs” about the Soviets, Mr. Bush cited
the following: - .

® “The increased percentage of their gross national produce
[that] they are putting into their military posture. ’

® “The evidence of their willingness to sacrifice” in order to
put more money into the military. :

“This [their military buildup] means,” he said, “there is a
greater burden on their economy than we thought.”

Mr. Bush had this to say on other subjects:

® While not ready to indicate whether he will seek the Re-
publican nomination for president in 1980, he is “very inter-
ested” in the prospect. .

® He had been opposed *as a matter of principle” to agree-
ing that he would not later run for the vice-presidency — a con-
gressional-imposed prerequisite to his ClA-directorship con-
firmation that President Ford, himself, finally agreed to.

“I never changed my position on this,” he said.

® He says he sees no change in the relationship between
Moscow and Peking since the advent of the new leadership in
China. “After initial attempts by the Soviets to move to lessen-
ing of the tension,” he said, “it does not now seem to be mov- ’ .
ing in that direction. :

“Indeed, of v,"hat we see from the speeches and toasts [of
the Peking leaders], there is some evidence that there is noth-
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